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“If Christ has not been
raised, our preaching is

useless and so is your faith.”
| Corinthians [ 5:14-19



Christianity is a historical truth claim



Luke 24:1-12
On the first day of the week, very early in the

morning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. They found
the stone rolled away from the tomb, but
when they entered, they did not find the body
of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering
about this, suddenly two men in clothes that
gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In
their fright the women bowed down with

their faces to the ground, but the men said to



them, “Why do you look for the living among
the dead? He is not here; he has risen!
Remember how he told you, while he was still
with you in Galilee: “The Son of Man must be
delivered over to the hands of sinners, be
crucified and on the third day be raised

again.”’ Then they remembered his words.

Luke 24:36-49
When they came back from the tomb, they

told all these things to the Eleven and to all

the others. It was Mary Magdalene, |oanna,



Mary the mother of |James, and the others
with them who told this to the apostles. But
they did not believe the women, because their
words seemed to them like nonsense. Peter,
however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending
over, he saw the strips of linen lying by
themselves, and he went away, wondering to
himself what had happened.

While they were still talking about this, Jesus
himself stood among them and said to them,

“Peace be with you.”



They were startled and frightened, thinking
they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are
you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your
minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is |
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not
have flesh and bones, as you see | have.”

When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and feet. And while they still did not
believe it because of joy and amazement, he
asked them, “Do you have anything here to

eat!” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and



he took it and ate it in their presence.

He said to them,“This is what | told you while
| was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

Then he opened their minds so they could
understand the Scriptures. He told them,
“This is what is written: The Messiah will
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will

be preached in his name to all nations,
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Then he opened their minds so they could
understand the Scriptures. He told them,
“This is what is written: The Messiah will
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will
be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of
these things. | am going to send you what my
Father has promised; but stay in the city until

you have been clothed with power from on
high.”



A Historical Cése for the
Resurrection of Jesus




Five Facts of History

|. Jesus was crucified and killed

2. His tomb was discovered empty

3. His disciples had experiences in which the
risen Jesus appeared to them

4. Doubters and skeptics saw the risen Jesus
and were converted

5. The early church was founded on the
belief in the resurrection
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Jesus Was Killed By Crucifix



“That [Jesus] was crucified is as sure

as anything historical ever can be.”

John Dominic Crossan




The scandal of the crucifixion
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First-century Roman and Jewish
historians report the crucifixion of Jesus



“Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the
most exquisite tortures on a class hated for
their abominations, called Christians by the
populace. Christus, from whom the name had
its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during
the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of

our procurators, Pontius Pilate.”
Tacitus, Annals, XV:44



“About the same time there lived Jesus, a wise man
for he was a performer of marvelous feats and a
teacher of such men who received the truth with
pleasure. He attracted many Jews and many Greeks.
He was the Christ. When Pilate sentenced him to die
on the cross, having been urged to do so by the
noblest of our citizens; but those who loved him at
the first did not give up their affection for him. And
the tribe of the Christians, who are named after him,
have not disappeared to this day.”

Josephus, Antiquities, 17.3.3



Crucifixion was an extremely
efficient way of killing people



“[l]nterpretations based on the assumption

that Jesus did not die on the cross appear to

be at odds with modern medical knowledge.”

Journal of the American Medical Association




Fact 2
Jesus’s Tomb Was Found Empty



Christianity began in Jerusalem — all its
enemies needed to do was point to a body



“When the chief priests had met with the
elders and devised a plan, they gave the
soldiers a large sum of money, telling them,

“You are to say, His disciples came during the

night and stole him away while we were asleep.

If this report gets to the governor, we will
satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So
the soldiers took the money and did as they
were instructed. And this story has been widely

circulated among the Jews to this very day”
Matthew 28:12-15




Women as the discoverers of the empty
tomb: unlikely to be a fabrication due to the
low view of women in first-century culture
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Fact 3

Appearances of The

isen Jesus
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“If the disciples were totally

disappointed and on the verge of

desperate flight because of the very

real reason of the Crucifixion, it took
another very real reason in order to
transform them from a band of
disheartened and dejected |ews into
the most self-confident missionary
society in world history.”

Pinchas Lapide




All the resurrection appearances
have a physical component to them



Doubters and Skeptics VWere Converted



James, the Brother of Jesus
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James, the Brother of Jesus

® Didn’t believe in Jesus during Jesus’ lifetime
® [he risen Jesus appears to him
® |James becomes a leader in the early church

® Killed for his beliefs (according to the first-
century Jewish historian, Josephus)



Paul: From Persecutor to Preacher



The Early Church Was Founded On
Belief In Jesus’ Bodily Resurrection



The Early Church and the Resurrection

Three Astonishing Facts

® A “crucified” messiah was a startling claim.
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® Resurrection was supposed to happen to
all people at the end of history, not to one
man in the middle of history.



The Early Church and the Resurrection

Three Astonishing Facts

® A “crucified” messiah was a startling claim.

® Resurrection was supposed to happen to
all people at the end of history, not to one
man in the middle of history.

® The first Christians were willing to face
arrest, torture and death for their beliefs.



Explaining the Five Facts

|. Jesus was crucified and killed
2. His tomb was discovered empty

3. His disciples had experiences in which the
risen Jesus appeared to them

4. Doubters and skeptics saw the risen Jesus
and were converted

5. The early church was founded on the belief
in the resurrection
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If Jesus rose from the dead,
that changes everything



Jesus said: “l am the
resurrection and the life. The
one who believes in me will

live, even though they die.”
John | 1:25
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