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Jerusalem
15 July, 1099







“Piles of heads, hands, and feet were to be seen in 

the streets of the city. Men rode in blood up to their 

knees. Indeed, it was a just and splendid judgment of 

God that this place should be filled with the blood of 

the unbelievers. This day will be famous through all 

future generations, for it turned our labours and 

sorrows into joy and exultation. This day, I say, marks 

the justification of all Christianity.”
Raymond of Aguilers





“Love your enemies 

and pray for those 

who persecute you.”

- Jesus of Nazareth



1,763 wars between 8000BC and 2003AD

Just 123 are “religious”



The Ongoing Problem of Religious Violence





Northern Ireland: “The Troubles”
1968-1998







Enniskillen: Remembrance Day Bombing
8th November 1987



Belfast, Northern Ireland
The “Peace Wall”



“Love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you.”

“If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 

turn to them the other cheek also.”

- Jesus of Nazareth



Nero
AD37-68







Ignatius of Antioch
AD35-107



“In response to their anger, be gentle; 
in response to their boasts, be 
humble; and in response to their 
cruelty, be civilised. Do not be eager 
to imitate them. Let us show by our 
gracious forbearance that we are 
their brothers and sisters. Let us be 
eager to be imitators of the Lord.”

Ignatius, Letter to the Ephesians



Martin Luther King Jr.
1929-1968



“I have a dream that my four little children 
will one day live in a nation where they 
will not be judged by the colour of their 
skin but by the content of their character. 
I have a dream today! One day right there 
in Alabama little black boys and black girls 
will be able to join hands with little white 
boys and white girls as sisters and 
brothers. I have a dream today!”

Martin Luther King Jr.



Martin Luther King’s house firebombed
30th January 1956



The Impact of Missionaries



“Areas where Protestant missionaries had 
a significant presence in the past are on 
average more economically developed 
today, with comparatively better health, 
lower infant mortality, lower corruption, 
greater literacy, higher educational 
attainment (especially for women), and 
m o r e r o b u s t m e m b e r s h i p i n 
nongovernmental associations.”

Robert Woodberry 



Eliza Jane Gillett Bridgman
1805-1871















Spanish Inquisition
6,000 killed in 300 years



French Revolution
18,000 killed in six months



Stalin’s Russia
20,000,000 killed in 30 years



Humility



Religion (and Atheism) Can Lead
to a Sense of Superiority



Jesus said to his disciples: “Whoever 

wants to become great among you 

must be a servant, and whoever wants 

to be first must be slave of all. For even 

the Son of Man [Jesus’s title for 

himself] did not come to be served, but 

to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.”
The Bible: Gospel of Mark 10:43-45





Corrie ten Boom
1892 - 1983





“It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, the 

former SS man who had stood guard at the shower room 

door in the processing centre at Ravensbruck. He was the 

first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time. And 

suddenly it was all there—the roomful of mocking men, the 

heaps of clothing, Betsie’s pain-blanched face.

He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and 

bowing. “How grateful I am for your message, Fräulein”, he 

said. “To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins away!”

His hand was thrust out to shake mine. I tried to smile, I 



struggled to raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not the 

slightest spark of warmth or charity. And so again I breathed 

a silent prayer. Jesus, I cannot forgive him. Give me Your 

Forgiveness.

As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From 

my shoulder along my arm and through my hand a current 

seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a 

love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed me.

And so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any 

more than on our goodness that the world’s healing hinges, 

but on Christ’s.”
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