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But in your hearts, set apart Christ as 

Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give 

the reason for the hope that you have. But 

do this with gentleness and respect.
1 Peter 3:15-16



Be wise  in the way you act toward 

outsiders;  make the most of every 

opportunity. Let your conversation be 

always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so 

that you may know how to answer 

everyone.
Colossians 4:5-6





More Than Mere Religion



“[M]any people today assume that Christianity is … a religion, 

a moral system, a philosophy. In other words, they assume that 

Christianity is about advice. But it wasn’t and it isn’t. 

Christianity is, simply, good news. It is the news that something 

has happened as a result of which the world is a different place 

… One can debate the merits of a religion, moral system, or 

philosophy, but a news event is discussed in a different way. 

Either the event happened or it didn’t; if it did happen, either it 

means what people say it means or it doesn’t ”

Tom Wright 
Simply Good News



Religion Gospel
“I obey; therefore I’m accepted” “I’m accepted; therefore I obey”

Motivation is fear and insecurity Motivation is grateful joy

When things go wrong, I get angry at God or 
myself; being good should result in a 

comfortable life.

When things go wrong, I struggle, but I know 
that all my punishment fell on Jesus. I also know 

God loves me and is with me through trials.

My identity is based on performance and image: 
threats to my self image must be destroyed at 

all costs.

My identity is not based on my performance but 
on God’s love for me in Christ.

My prayer life largely consists of petition. The 
purpose of prayer is control.

Prayer life consists of lots of praise and 
adoration. The purpose of prayer is fellowship 

with Christ.

My self view swings between confidence (when 
I live up to my standard) and failure (when I 

don’t).

My self view is not based on my achievements 
but on Christ. I am so bad he had to die for me; 

I am so loved he was glad to die for me.



That reminds me of something Jesus said

That reminds me of something Jesus did

That reminds me of a story that Jesus told
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But in your hearts, set apart 

Christ as Lord. Always be 

prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope 

that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respect.
1 Peter 3:15-16

Be wise  in the way you act 

toward outsiders;  make the 

most of every opportunity. Let 

your conversation be always 

full of grace,  seasoned with 

salt,  so that you may know 

how to answer everyone.
Colossians 4:5-6
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