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A Culture of Confusion



1 Peter 3:14-16



But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are 

blessed. Do not fear their threats [or: do not fear what they 

fear]; do not be frightened. But in your hearts revere Christ 

as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 

But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear 

conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 

good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.
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Fear reveals our idols
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People will judge the 
message by its messengers



“There are five gospels: Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, John . . . and the life of 

the individual Christian. Most 

people will not read the first four.”
Rodney “Gipsy” Smith
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Try to avoid giving 
how shaped answers to 
why shaped questions
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As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to 

him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 

teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?”

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus replied. 

“No one is good — except God alone.”

Mark 10:17-18



Jesus: The Master Question-Asker





Three Powerful Questions

What do you mean by that?
Why do you think that?

Have you ever wondered?
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If you believe in God, it is much easier to understand human 

rights—God created us with value and dignity—than if you 

don’t and you think we are just a cosmic accident.



Why does justice matter if
we are just atoms and particles?



Why does beauty and art move us if our only 
purpose is survival and reproduction?



Why do we get upset about greed?
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But in your hearts revere Christ as 

Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you 

to give the reason for the hope that 
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speak maliciously against your good 

behaviour in Christ may be 
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